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Dear Parents and Guardians 

 

At Hillside, we understand that choosing a school for your child is one of the most important 

decisions you will ever have to make.  We hope that you will find the information in this 

booklet helpful. 

 

We are a caring school, with a well-qualified, committed and dedicated staff.  We aim for the 

highest possible levels of achievement for all our pupils as individuals: we set high standards 

and expect only the best in effort and conduct from each and every one of them. 

 

We also believe in teamwork: the combined efforts of school, parents and pupils to achieve the 

best.  Nothing but the best is your child's right. 

 

We are very proud of our school and very much look forward to meeting you here on Open 

Evening. 

 

Yours sincerely 

 
 

Laetitia Shemilt 

Headteacher 
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HILLSIDE HIGH SCHOOL SCIENCE AND 

LANGUAGE COLLEGE 
 

 

Hillside High School Science and Language College is a mixed comprehensive school for pupils 

aged between 11 and 16 years.  It is not only recognised nationally for the exceptionally high 

quality of pupilsô work in a range of different areas but is also officially a ñhigh performing 

schoolò and was judged to be ñoutstandingò by Ofsted in their most recent inspection. Hillside is 

a child-centred school which places the children and their parents at the heart of all that we do, 

and our commitment to pupil achievement and success is second to none. 

 

It was formed in 1972 when Bootle Girls' Grammar School combined with Balliol County 

Secondary School and was on two sites until 1987 when the new building at Breeze Hill was 

completed.  Since then, facilities have been upgraded regularly.  The Science laboratories provide 

an outstanding work area.  ICT facilities have expanded rapidly making the best possible use of 

the ówhole classô computer studios and computer access in classrooms, the Library Study Centre 

and our individualised learning areas.  There are interactive whiteboards throughout the building 

to create exciting working environments everywhere. 

 

In September 2004 Hillside became a designated Specialist Science College and gained re-

designation as such in summer 2008.  In April 2009 Hillside was once more re-designated, this 

time as a Specialist Science and Language College. 

 

In September 2006 we opened our new Sports Hall for the use of pupils, their families and our 

local community. 

 

October 2008 saw completion of our new accessibility wing, which includes a physiotherapy and 

hygiene room, a second lift, a second disabled toilet and three new classrooms. We constantly 

strive to maintain and improve the landscapes of the school and pupils are encouraged to value 

and respect their working and learning environment. 

 

Our standards are the highest, 

and we encourage and 

support all children to achieve 

their full potential at Hillside. 

We make this possible by 

placing great emphasis on an 

orderly and happy working 

environment where high 

expectation is the norm.  

Achievement and success in 

all aspects of school life are 

celebrated in many ways 

including outstanding 

displays of pupils' work 

throughout the school, special 

assemblies, a reward system 

and an annual prize giving 

evening. 

 

We welcome pupils who are willing to work hard and become involved in the life of the school 

and are confident that they will be happy here and will enjoy making the most of the range of 

opportunities we offer. 
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EXAMINATION RESULTS 
 

 

At Hillside we are very proud of the success achieved by our pupils. Following the tremendous 

GCSE results achieved by our students in 2010, this yearôs results were even better! 

 

Government figures show Hillside achieving 99% good GCSE grades, our highest ever score, 

which means that virtually all students left school with their ópassportô of 5 A*-C grades or 

above.  Pupils also achieved over 47% of 5 A*-C grades including English and Maths and over 

27% achieved three or more A* - A grades. 

 

There is also more to celebrate when we take into account the Governmentôs National 

Performance Statistics.  Last year, Hillside children were in the top 5% of schools across the 

whole of the country in terms of CVA scores (Contextual Value Added). 

 

We are proud to have óExcellence in the Heart of the Communityô displayed prominently on the 

exterior of our school.  We know that when children come to Hillside and want to work they will 

certainly succeed.   

 

 
Results Day ï August 2011 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  


