
Dear Parents/Guardians, 
 

I hope everyone had a lovely break over half term. It has been a 
pleasure to return to school this week. It has been another 
extremely busy week with the GCSEs in full swing for our Year 11 
pupils and pupils in Year 7 and 8 sitting their assessments. I am 
extremely proud of the way they have conducted themselves with 
great maturity as they have practiced and now started to sit their 
assessments in the Sports Hall. We believe this experience is 
important to prepare them for their final GCSEs, by the time they 
get to Year 10 and 11 they will be familiar with sitting assessments 
in the Sports Hall, giving them the best chance of success. 
 

In my assemblies this week I have shared the story of the 
inspirational Ruby League player Rob Burrow, I hope you will have 
time to read the article on the back page of this week’s newsletter.  
 

It is my pleasure to share the news that Miss Gibbons is now our 
Assistant Progress Leader for Key Stage 3. She will be working 
closely with the Year 7, 8 and 9 Progress Leaders to support our 
pupils.  
 

Amanda Ryan, Principal  

I am delighted to share our published report from Ofsted with you. This is now 
live on our website for staff and parents to access. The link is here: Hillside High 
School - Hillside is a Good School!   
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Attendance League Press Release 
Well - what an exciting end to the Attendance League we had -  the prospect of double bonus 
points wasn't enough to shake up the League - even an emphatic win for Clarke's Sharks did not 
shift 7CH from clinching the Year 7 League winning spot! Hats off to Henderson Town - they 
have had an amazing season under the guidance of their manager - and should be very proud to 
walk away as League Winners - with only one defeat all season! Other spoils go to Cosgrove 
United and Wardale's Wanderers - both of which have had great seasons and take the leagues 
for their year group. 
Success brings rewards and all winners of the Year Leagues will celebrate with 'Extra - Movie - 
Time' with their form tutors and Henderson Town will have the VIP treatment too! There will 
also be a Gala Awards Ceremony next week to celebrate the victors and the top scorers from 
each form! 
Euro 2024 is now underway - with some tight matches in the Group Stages - who knows how 
this will shake out?  

     Mr Edwards  

Thought for  
the Week 

Miss Gibbons, Assistant Progress 
Leader for Key Stage 3 

https://www.hillsidehigh.co.uk/school_news/hillside-is-a-good-school-/
https://www.hillsidehigh.co.uk/school_news/hillside-is-a-good-school-/


Practise Makes Perfect!  
At the end of last term pupils in Year 7 to 10 took part in a practice session for their upcoming end of 
year examinations. During the sessions, pupils followed the standards and expectations of how we 
conduct examinations at Hillside and practised lining up, finding their seats and checking equipment. 
The practise sessions ran very smoothly thanks to the excellent behaviour demonstrated by our 
pupils. Year 9 completed all their assessments in the week before half term and demonstrated 
excellent behaviour and attitude throughout – well done Year 9! 
 
For Years 7, 8 and 10, exams take place this half term. Attendance and a good attitude to learning is 
crucial during the exams as results will not only give feedback to the progress your child has made 
this year but also be used to inform the teaching of each subject. Assessment information also 
provides us with information about what pupils have learned and where they need more support in 
the classroom along with information to ensure that your child is in a group which provides the 
correct level of challenge and support. It is important that pupils are clear on when their exams will 
take place; copies of the timetables have been sent home. It is also important that pupils are fully 
prepared for all exams and their subject teachers will give guidance on how to do this. Pupils have 
received a revision guide this week which will give them top tips for revision along with specific 
revision materials for core subjects. This guide will allow you to see the ways you can support your 
child in preparing for these exams. I am sure you would agree the opportunity to practice exam 
responses and experience exam situations is crucial to prepare your child for the future. 
 

Mrs Jones  

Oracy 



Deaf Active Liverpool  

Play on the Pitch 
A fantastic opportunity for our Year 7 and 8 footballers to play 
on the pitch at Goodison Park in the final of the Christopher 
Ward Cup. A fantastic experience to run out on to the pitch to 
the famous Everton song Z-cars to a busy crowd of supporters. 
Hillside were playing a football club from Crosby and 
unfortunately conceded two goals in the first half letting their 
nerves get the better of them. The second half the girls were 
outstanding, they were well organised and had multiple chances 
to score but just couldn’t find the back of the net. I am 
extremely proud of each of these footballers who showed 
determination, resilience and great team work! Well done to you 
all, and we look forward to next season. A big thank you to Mr 
Mockel who also helped out and supported us with this event. 
Player of the match goes to Tayla S who was outstanding 
throughout! 
           Miss Austin 

On the 7th of May 2024, ex popular pupil Peter Cass followed in the 
footsteps of one of his favourite bands, The Beatles, by playing The Cavern 
Club in Liverpool. Myself and Miss Lee were delighted to be invited by his 
parents to go and see him play. The atmosphere was electric and all those 
who performed should be given a huge amount of credit for getting up on 
the stage. Peter’s performance was, as always, amazing, showcasing his 
talent for playing the piano, he is also a talented guitar player as well. He 
received a massive round of applause from the large crowd that was there. 
Another ex-pupil Matthew Nicholson also performed and showed the talent 
he has. It was a great night watching all the students from Liverpool 
Community College performing for their end of year assessments. Looking 
forward to watching their true talent for music and performing grow. Thank 
you to Mr and Mrs Cass for continuing for me to be a part of Peter’s journey. 
 
         Miss Harrison  

Over the last half term , a group of Year 9 pupils have been completing an 
introduction to British Sign Language course with Susie Williams and her  BSL 
interpreter Katie Godfrey from Deaf Active Liverpool. Deaf Active is a vibrant 
young charity that works to promote and enhance the lives of D/deaf children 
and young people throughout Merseyside. Susie and Katie delivered a series of 
engaging and interactive sessions to Year 9 resulting in our pupils being able 
to have full conversations using BSL on themes including introducing 
yourself,  free time activities and shopping. By the end of the course, Year 9 
agreed that they felt comfortable being able to communicate using BSL and 
that they had loved the experience. A big thank you to Deaf Active for 
providing such a rewarding experience for our pupils! 
         Miss Collins 

Cavern Club Talent! 



admin@hillsidehigh.co.uk 0151 525 2630 

Safeguarding, Emotional Wellbeing and Mental Health  
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Rob Burrow 
This week I have been covering the theme of Resilience 
in our assemblies. This is a key element of ‘The Hillside 
Way’ and I am sure you agree one of the characteristics 
we all need throughout life to be successful.  
 
My family and I are huge Leeds Rhinos fans and have 
followed the story of Rob Burrow throughout his career 
and more recently his battle with Motor Neurone Disease 
(MND) and his truly inspirational response to this.  
 
In assemblies we have thought about the inspiration we 
can all take from Rob’s life, in the statement released by 
Leeds Rhino’s on Sunday announcing his death, it says 
‘He will continue to inspire us all every day’ and I hope in 
our own way that’s what we can do.  
 
Our assemblies are brief and I encourage pupils to watch 
the following clips to get a powerful insight into how 
moving Rob’s story is.  
 
Rob Burrows been awarded BBC Sports Personality of the 
Year: https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/live/
cxee3xjlmxkt#:~:text=Burrow%20was%20honoured%
20with%20the,his%20family%20for%20their%
20support. 
 
Kevin Sinfield carrying Rob over the finish line at the Rob 
Burrows Leeds Marathon May 23: https://
www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-england-leeds-65590288 

 
 
 
 
We also talked about the power of friendship and everything Rob 
and his great friend Kevin Sinfield have achieved together, through 
the strength of their friendship. The book they wrote together ‘With 
You Every Step’ is a lovely celebration of friendship and we have 
copies in our LRC for pupils to read.  
 
 
 
 

 
I hope whilst celebrating the life of Rob Burrow we can pause to think about these 
things: 
Why is Rob such an inspiration?  
In those circumstances do we think we could turn such a devastating diagnosis into 
something so positive?   
What will Rob’s legacy be? 
What does the story of Rob and Kevin tell us about the power of friendship?  


