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Dear Parents/Guardian Thought fc

I hope you enjoy reading this week’s newsletter. Our pupils get some

amazing opportunities and a particular highlight is our Performing Arts trip to the Wee
London. I know from speaking to the pupils who attended they had an
amazing day, one pupil told me it was their first time going to the theatre,
what a way to do it!

Wednesday was every bit as emotional as I thought it would be. We said
‘Goodbye’ to our Year 11’s, a year group who have held a very special place
in our hearts. Although we still have Prom to look forward to on Thursday
26th June, so we will get to celebrate with them again. We are going to miss
them so much and I hope all their hard work and determination pays off in
their results this Summer.

Do you
see me?

Learning Disability Week

Friday 20th June 2025

Amanda Ryan, Principal

Class of 2025
) ) | :
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After a memorable 5 years, Year 11 said their last
goodbyes on Wednesday. After completing their
final exams, they were welcomed with a Leavers’
4 Breakfast, which included shirts being signed,
photographs, selfies, speeches and a video which
highlighted the key moments in Year 11’s journey
L throughout their time at Hillside.

( .*‘ Though many tears were shed it was a lovely event
atd B8 and one that they will remember for a long time to
come. A particular highlight for me was looking
back on their Year 7 photographs, it was a leaky

eye moment, to remember how far they have
come. As I said on Wednesday, we have often
g spoken over the years about what a special year
8 group you are, you really are and I am missing you
l1 already.
It is sad saying goodbye but I know the time is
¥ right and you are ready for the next chapter of
= I your lives. I wish each and every one of you all the § ";
3 _Jﬂ success and happiness in the world, I know you are e Al
@xm going to go on and do great things. You will always ES.EENY } ~LL
e be a part of the Hillside family so don't be waed L.
PR strangers, keep in touch and let us know what you
are doing. I will look back on my time with you
and I can honestly say that I will remember this
time for the rest of my life.

Class of 2025 this is not a goodbye but a
see you later!
Love always
Mrs McCarthy
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} Hillside High School Newsletter

Strong to the End: The Power of Good Attendance at
Hillside High School

As we enter the final stretch of the academic year at Hillside High School, we want to remind
all pupils and families of the crucial importance of strong attendance right up until the very
last day of term. Every day matters, and finishing the year with excellent attendance not
only supports learning but strengthens the sense of belonging and community that is at the
heart of the Hillside Way.

Why Every Day Counts

National data shows that attendance is directly linked to academic success. Pupils with
attendance of 95% or higher are far more likely to meet or exceed their target grades. In
contrast, missing just one day every two weeks (around 90% attendance) can lower a
pupil’s academic performance by up to a whole grade. For those falling below 90%, the
impact becomes even more significant—placing them at risk of underachieving and missing
out on future opportunities.

Belonging Begins with Being Here

But good attendance isn’t just about academic results. It's about connection. When pupils
are in school regularly, they build stronger relationships with their peers and staff, feel more
supported and are more likely to participate in the full life of the school—from lessons and
form time to trips, events and enrichment. Simply being present fosters a sense of
belonging—and that’s something every child deserves.

The Hillside Way: Being On Time, All the Time

At Hillside, we're proud of the high standards we set and support. Being “On time, All the

time” is a key part of the Hillside Way. It shows responsibility, respect, and a readiness to

Llearn. With just a few weeks left of term, now is the time to show that commitment—day in,
ay out.

A Call to Families: Let’s Finish Strong

We know that, with your support, our pupils can end the year on a high. Please continue to
ensure your child arrives at school on time every day, avoids unnecessary absences, and

understands the value of completing the year with focus and pride. Together, we can make
a real difference.

Let’s keep aiming high—right to the finish line. P2 RISE &
#EveryDayMatters #TheHillsideWay w
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Mr Edwards |ATTENDANCE MATTER

activity of your choice to raise [REMUEILEIEINITIE e e
funds for the Inclusive Hub?

Please email "%
info@theincluisvehub.co.uk for a
sponsor form and further details

ATTENTION:
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SCHOOLWEAR ARE YOU WORRIED ABOUT YOUR CHILD?
Saturda SthJuly 10amto3pm .
~ ] . BY HGHSCHoo  Untemamareeneess | | DO YOU SUSPECT DRUG USE?

10% OFF BLAZER PRICE UNTIL 2"° AUGUST 2025 Book onfo our 1 hour on"ne

in stare only

Blazer (price without discount) 28" to0 36" = £30.00
KETAMINE
Tie £6.00
Girls Skirt (price without discount) Waist 22" to 26" = £24.00
Waist 28" to 32" = £26.00
3 Waist 34” to 40" = £28.00
J || —===—"%2—|| AWARENESS SESSION
4 MY ! ; 34" 0 48" = £18.99
PE T-Shirt (0'Neills) ALL SIZES = £24.99
WOUId yUU |Ike tO dO a SpOﬂSOf‘ed Evemlm}llmes PE Short (O'Neills) Age 9-10 to 13 = £10.00
small Adult to XKL Adult = £12.00 T h U rsd q y 3rd J U Iy

. * Amazing Raffle Prizes

Uniform & PE Kit available to purchase in store from:

T11lam

*
B . Fundraising Games Paul Place Schoolwear FOLLOW US ON
| l Incusive Hub Session 272 Stanley Road 1G]
*
g | * Tour ofour facility Bootle ALPFIA More dates to be added soon
Plus o much more L20 3ER SCHOOLWEAR
Tel . 0151 922 2472 @ALPHASCHOOLWEAR

OR Shop Online: www.alphaschoolwear.com

Rise Up

39 Thornton Road, L 3 eventbrlte =l I

Bootle, L20 5AN
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Oliver! London's West End

Last week our cast of Oliver headed to London's West End to see the production of ‘Oliver The
Musical’ at the Gielgud Theatre. The coach left Stuart Road before 7am as we headed down @
the capital to see our summer production live on stage, and it did not disappoint! We got to

experience a beautiful Art Nouveau style theatre in the heart of London which had maintained
original decor. It was exquisite! As we took to our seats and the lights went down there was a
buzz of excitement in the air amongst the Hillside pupils. What we saw on stage was simply

stunning! The music, the costumes, the set, and most of all the talent, left us all mesmerised. 1
was a delight for staff to see the faces of our pupils light up as they watched the show. We left
feeling totally inspired to make our show the best it can be! As we headed home to a chorus of
Oliver songs on the coach, we reflected on another fantastic day out with our brilliant pupils wht
as always, did Hillside proud!

Miss Brown

Attention Year 6 Parents
If you haven't already done so can you please click on the link below to order
your child’s uniform. This needs to be done by Friday 20th June to ensure
orders are ready for collection day on Wednesday 13th August. You will also
be able to access this link through our website.

OePUGOQGn6VSsz6X4cH79PrOTXP2tPDwRUOTVGWk9Cch15E1LNF
MxVOSwS1hINTI2NCQIQCNjPTEu

Key Dates 2024-2025
For Hillside Pupils and Our New Year 6 Pupils = EThe Big Tolg
Thursday 26th June — Year 6 Transition Day & Year 11 Prom W is coming to 4 /

Thursday 3rd July—Welcome Evening - 6pm Start for Year 6
Pupils and Parents

Hillside

Wednesday 2nd July—Immunisations Catch Up Session for
Years 7-10

Friday 4th July—Festival of Sport Day

Thursday 10th July— Summer Community Evening—All
Welcome

Wednesday 16th & Thursday 17th July—Summer Production
7pm

Friday 18th July—Last Day of Term

Wednesday 23rd July - Friday 25th July—Summer School for
Year 6 Pupils

UP

For an evening of
Circus Themed family fun!

Thursday 10" JULY
5.30PM - 7.30PM

I

Wednesday 13th August—Uniform Collection for Year Pupils
Thursday 21st August - GCSE Results Day
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Safeguarding, Emotional Wellbeing and Mental
Learning Disability Week 2025: Inclusion Starts with Kin

This week, we're proud to be marking Learning Disability Week 2025—a time to ¢
the strengths of people with learning disabilities and reflect on how we can all help cre
more inclusive school community.

A disability is when someone experiences a barrier that affects how they learn, move
communicate, or process information. Unfortunately, the word itself—dis-ability—can s¢
quite negative. It suggests a lack or something “not working,” but in reality, people witf
learning disabilities often have many abilities, just expressed or accessed in different wa

At our school, we believe we all have a moral purpose to look after one another and el
everyone feels valued, included, and safe. That means making our environment welcomi
fair for everyone, especially those who may need a bit of extra support.

One way we can do this is by thinking about Universal Design for Inclusion—a big p
that simply means making spaces, lessons, and activities accessible for everyone from the
It's not about making special rules for a few, but better design for all.

Here are some simple, everyday actions our pupils can take to support inclusion:

« Keep floor areas clear so everyone can move around safely, including wheelchair use
those with visual impairments.

« Tuck chairs in after leaving the table to prevent tripping hazards.
o Walk on the left in corridors and move sensibly, helping everyone stay calm and focus
« Use kind, inclusive language and offer help if someone looks unsure or left out.

These small acts reflect our school’s core value of kindness—because true kindness is a
noticing others, making space, and being thoughtful.

Let’s use this week to reflect, act, and grow together as a more inclusive and compassiona
community.

Newsletter reflection questions:
o Why do you think inclusion is everyone’s responsibility, not just teachers or adults?

How do our everyday actions—like walking sensibly, tucking in chairs, or using kind wort
make a difference to someone with a learning disability?

What does our school value of kindness mean when we think about inclusion? Can you ¢
an example of “kindness in action”?

EXCELLENCE IN THE HEART OF THE COMMUNITY

Mrs W

Learning Disability Week

LemingDisbity week2025 @< People with a learning disability
Every year we celebrate Learning Disability Week, want to be seen’ heard and valued

We want Learning Disability Week to be about:

That's why we're calling for a change to improve statistics like these:

It is a week where people show what life is like if you have a
learning disability .
 Celebrating the things that people with a learning

e ‘.w, disability do
% i Over 2,000 k|
Only 26.7% ver 2, |
This year the theme is “Do you see me?” )
of adults with a learning disability are eople w ity spen people with a learning disability and/ or i o Challenging the barriers that people with a learning
employed yet 86% of unemployed people less than eona autistic people are currently locked away disability face.
ith a learning disability want a paid job. [ tal health hospitals.
GO E I A AT ° ° e 7 N A barrier is something that stops someone from doing
|

ap something.
“Do you see me?” is about people with a learning disability

’ being seen, heard and valued. Learning Disability Week starts on Monday June 16 2025.

Learning Disability Week takes place T e syas B e Sa2
me?" which is all about people with

SCUCH a learning disability being seen, Let's tell everybody about Learning Disability Week 2025!

annually during the third week of
Being valued means that people are respected by others,
and their views and feelings are listened to.
heard and valued.
In 2025 Learning Disability Week

starts on Monday 16 June.




