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Dear Parents/Guardians,

I hope you enjoy reading this week’s newsletter. I am delighted to share
with you a short ‘Hello’ from each of our new colleagues. They have all
settled in really well and I am very proud of how welcome our school
community has made them feel.

Also please find enclosed our ‘Extra-Curricular’ offer for this half term. It is
always wonderful to see our pupils staying behind to participate in these
opportunities. As always a big thank you to our staff who so willingly give
their time to ensure our pupils get these opportunities.

Amanda Ryan, Principal
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Pupil Safety - Urgent - Restrictions on Car Movement on Site.

From Monday 15th September the barrier which gives access to the front of the
school will close from 8.20 to 8.30am each morning.

It will also be closed from 2.45pm to 2.55pm.

This is to prevent pupils mixing with moving cars and the obvious hazards this
can cause.

During these times cars that are on the school side of the barrier will not be able
to leave until it opens. .

I hope you understand how this helps us to keep your children safe.
Mr Edwards

Start Strong: Every Day Matters at Hillside

As the school year kicks off, Hillside is embracing a powerful theme: Start Strong. But
what does it really mean to start strong? It begins with one simple but habit—showing up
every day.

Attendance: The Foundation of Success

Daily attendance isn't just about being present in class—it’s about being present in your
future. Research shows that students who attend school regularly are more likely to:
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0 Achieve higher grades ATTENDANCE MATTERS - LOOK AT LAST
. Build stronger relationships with teachers and peers YEAR'S GCSE RESULTS!

° Develop routines that support lifelong success Average GCSE Performance 2025 vs Attendance
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Last year’s GCSE results show how important it is to attend = R
Hillside every day. 3 »
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Attendance
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EXCELLENCE PUPILS WITH ATTENDANCE OF +96% ACHIEVED A
IN THE HEART WHOLE GRADE HIGHER IN EVERY SUBJECT THAN
OF THE THOSE WITH ATTENDANCE OF 90 - 92%
COMMUNITY

THE TOP 10 PERFORMERS IN 2025 HAD
AVERAGE ATTENDANCE OVER 99%!
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igh School Shines Nationally in Summer 2025 Census!

d to announce that Hillside High School has been nationally recognised for its
performance in the Summer 2025 Census, earning prestigious Recognition Badges for
engagement and impact from The Engagement Platform (TEP).

places Hillside High among the top-tier schools across the country, a testament to the
dedication, passion, and collaborative spirit of our entire school community — from staff
and families.

Dadges are more than just symbols — they represent the hard work, commitment, and
2 culture cultivated at Hillside High. Achieving above-benchmark scores on key national
res, our school has demonstrated exceptional engagement and leadership in education.
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antly, Hillside High met the required threshold response rate, ensuring that this recognition
eflects the voices and experiences of our pupils and staff. This makes the achievement
ially meaningful and authentic.

)courage everyone in the Hillside High community to celebrate this milestone! Whether you're
er, student, parent, or alumni, this is a moment to be proud of.

just the beginning! We will continue to strive for excellence and innovation in education. We
rward to more opportunities to celebrate the incredible work happening every day in our
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A Warm Welcome to Our New Staff

a new ECT Maths teacher. I love showing how maths isn't just something we
class, it's a skill we use every day in the real world. I'm passionate about ma
feel more approachable and enjoyable for all students, and I'm really looking
getting to know everyone and being part of this amazing school community.”

Miss Khall

forward to developing the pupils to their highest potential in PE and giving opportunities t
different sports or activities that I can bring to the school” Mr Lawré

“Hi everyone my name is Mr Perkins, I'm looking forward to starting here at Hillsid
joining the Maths Department. It'll be great to meet you all and I'm sure well thrive
together” Mr Perkins

“Hi everyone, I'm Miss Doherty! I'm so excited to be joining Hillside this year as your new Art and
Design & Technology teacher. I'm really looking forward to helping you explore your creativity,
develop new skills, and excel in your work. Together, we'll learn, experiment, and create some

amazing projects!” Miss Doherty

“Hi everyone my name is Miss Hussain and I am really excited to be joining Hillside
School as a new Teaching Assistant. I recently graduated from university studying eg
psychology, and I am a huge Liverpool fan! I am looking forward to supporting pupi
their learning and helping out whenever I can! * Miss Hussain

excited to see familiar faces and to meet all the new students as well!” Miss Murphy| %

“Hello everyone, my name is Miss Clayton and I am the Progress Leader for Year
7. I was previously a Drama and Music teacher on Wirral. I am really looking forward
working closely with our new year 7 pupils.” Miss Clayton

“Hi Everyone! My name is Mr Jones, and I'm delighted to be at Hillside High School to
support your learning as a Teaching Assistant. I'm looking forward to meeting you all and
helping out however I can.” Mr Jones

“Hi! I'm Mr Bragger and I will be working with SEND. I am very excited to begin
my time at Hillside and look forward to helping in education.” Mr Bragger

LRC Ambassadors

It gives me great pleasure to introduce you to our new team of LRC Ambassadors, these pupils
excelled during the application process, showing a real passion for the development of the LRC
and our new reading garden. On Thursday, Mrs Ryan and myself had T =y
the honour of awarding these pupils with their ‘LRC Ambassador’
badges to be displayed proudly on their blazers. We are very proud of
their commitment and can’t wait to see what the future of our LRC
holds at Hillside. Well done to all of the applicants (we had 35!) it was
very difficult decision.

ongratulations to Gianna E, Xander H, Ruby L C, Chaya T, Harry T,
recious E, Kiara, Grace, Kyra, Olivia McB, Sofiia S and Thomas K.




Safeqguarding, Emotional Wellbeing and Mental
Reading is Power 25-26

This week in assemblies we launched Reading is Power 25-26. Reading is Power
our framework for reading at Hillside High School for several years, and it continue
at the heart of our work. We know from research and from experience that reading
huge benefits for our pupils—not only helping them to achieve more highly across
subjects at GCSE and beyond, but also supporting their emotional well-being, imagi
and confidence. That’s why we are committed to developing how we teach and pro
reading, and to reminding everyone that reading really is a source of power for life.

Why? Why?
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secondary students (2018-19) found
a significant correlation between

reading ability and GCSE performance

across all subjects—not just English.

GCSEs are not just tests in English—
they're cumulative assessments across
disciplines that depend heavily on
literacy.

For example, the correlation

With longer, more complex exam
with maths (0.63) was

ti ince 2017, students with
questions since  students wi actually stronger than with English
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READING LESSONS Why?

NEW INITIATIVE TO HILLSIDE FROM 25-26

The term “word gap” originally referred to a
separate concept: the “30 million word

Reading is a discrete subject for KS3. gap” from research by Hart & Risley in the

1990s, which focused on spoken words across

The focus is reading for purpose; teaching pupils to become strategic readers and broadening vocabular) p p
£ 9 forpurp e 7 g ¥ socioeconomic backgrounds.

Year 7 - Reading lesson once a week.
Year 8 - Reading lesson once a week.

oIl
Year 9 Reading lesson once a fortnight 30 m I I I I o n
This s @ Trust wide curiculum and developed by a working party all schools are part of

ALL taff will be taught the strategies for the reading curriculum to ensure transfer of skils across the
curriculum.

word gap
§ hisoe — Arl HILLSIDE —
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REGISTER & READ

Implementation Non-Negotiables zZ

v Delivered on the designated registration day and activities linked to the novel
to be delivered in any other time available during registration.

Sometimes your teacher might use the following:
V' Choral response.

v .
v Teachers to read fluently from a stood position at the front of class. Repeated reading.

v Use the guided reading strategies and the Teacher guide to ensure high / Adtzym}al recal practlcthSIng .sef"’ e reading, during reading and after D " o o
quality questions and dialogue is a key feature of the sessions. reading’ prompts in Teacher Guide.
v Pupils use reading rulers to follow along as the teacher reads. ' Use visuals o support understanding or teaching of a keyword.
V' Pupils use the bookmarks to mark the page they read up to. V' Provide sentfnce starters for discussion e.g. “I think the character felt
_ubecause

Here are the reflection questions for form time discussion:
Reading & Identity

e To what extent do the books we read shape who we are?
e How far can reading help us understand people who are different from

us? s o oo

» To what extent does reading allow us to see ourselves in stories? B v oty
Reading & Learning CORIOUS:
e To what extent is reading the most important skill for success at school? If\J C)DE m

e How far does reading in your free time influence how well you do in other subje
« To what extent is reading a habit, a skill, or both?
Reading & Enjoyment

.h To _;Nhat extent is reading more enjoyable than watching a film or scrolling on your : &
phone: et et e, |
e How far can a single book change the way you think about something?
« To what extent does the kind of book you choose matter?

Reading & the Future s‘%‘fﬁs
e To what extent will reading remain important in a digital age? .y
. . SCATTERED
e How far can reading help prepare you for life beyond school?
« To what extent is reading power? = 'd ‘r-
Mrs Wardale
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