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Dear Parents/Carers

Please take the time to read the articles inside this week’s newsletter which are
crucial in supporting our children to achieve their very best in Maths. We all know
how important maths is for life, but there is also no doubt that securing a standard
pass, a Grade 4 or strong pass, a Grade 5 at GCSE is life changing. If our pupils leave
us with less than this they will end up resitting Maths GCSE and are unlikely to
secure places on the Post-16 course of their choice. | am in no doubt that with the
Maths passport, calculator strategy and homework we can support our children to
achieve their very best in this crucial subject. All children in Years 10 & 11 have been
provided with a calculator, this is part of their Essential 8 and they should bring it to
school every day. For pupils in Years 7-9 the calculator we recommend is available
to purchase on parent pay and we would encourage everyone to purchase this, a
massive thank you to all the families who have already bought these for their
children. For pupils in Years 10 & 11 please support us by talking to your child about
their ‘Maths Passport’, again this is a crucial part of our strategy. Parents can also
really help by ensuring your child is completing their homework on Sparx. What we
deliver in school needs to be revisited and further supported with ongoing
homework on Sparx. If you have any questions about maths please do not hesitate
to contact

Miss O'Hara, AVP and Subject Leader Maths - r.ohara@hillsidehigh.co.uk

Ms Thornton, Assistant Subject Leader, Maths - h.thornton@hillsidehigh.co.uk

| am excited to see everything we achieve by working together to support our pupils
in this crucial area.

Please note when we finish for Christmas on Friday 19th December, pupils will finish
at lunchtime, the finish times by year group are included below, to allow you to plan
for this.

Amanda Ryan

Executive Principal

Christmas Key Dates and Finishing Times

Thursday 11" December — Christmas Dinner

Thursday 18th December — Christmas Performance — Spirit of
Christmas
Finishing Time for Pupils-Friday 19th December
Year 11—11:40am
Year 10—11:55am
Year 9—11:45am
Year 8—11:50am
Year 7—12:00 noon

Friday 14th November 2025
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Introducing the Maths Passport to Success for
Key Stage 4 Pupils SUCCESS IN MATHS

We are pleased to introduce an exciting new initiative in the PASSPORT
Mathematics Department — the Maths Passport to Success.
This tool has been designed to help all Key Stage 4 pupils

take ownership of their learning and make the most of their
revision time in preparation for their GCSE exams.

Each pupil will receive a Maths Passport, which lists all the key

objectives and topics they need to master throughout the GCSE FOUNDATION

course. As they work through their lessons, pupils will be CLASS OF 2026

expected to record their understanding of each objective using SUCCESS IN MATHS
PASSPORT

a RAG (Red, Amber, Green) system:

. Red — | don't yet understand this topic.
. — I'm getting there but need more practice.
. Green — | understand this topic and can apply it
confidently.
This self-assessment approach encourages pupils to reflect GCSE HIGHER

on their progress and identify areas where extra focus is needed. CLASS OF 2026

Teachers will also use the passports to monitor understanding and provide targeted
support.

The Maths Passport will become an invaluable part of each pupils revision toolkit,
helping them to track progress, set goals, and focus their study time on the topics
that matter most.

We encourage parents and carers to discuss the Maths Passport regularly with their
child — celebrating the “greens” and supporting work on the “reds and ambers.”
Together, we can help every pupil build confidence and achieve success in GCSE
Mathematics.

Miss O'Hara

Attendance Article
At Hillside High, every ___ counts. Each and builds on the one before
it—like piecesof a ___. When students ____, they stay _____ to win—gaining ___,

, and
Attendance isn't just about being ___; it's about being part of something ___. When
you're in ___, you're not only learning from your ___—you're sharing ___,
discovering new ___, and contributingtoour ___ ___.
Missing even one ___ can mean missing a key ___, an important ___, or a chance to
___with ___. It's like skipping a ___ in a ___—suddenly, the next part doesn’'t make

So let'sstart ___,
you don't want to miss a

stay ___, and keep showing up for and each ___. At Hillside,

. Even one day missed leaves gaps in the story.
Mr Edwards
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Calculate Your Way to Success

To support our KS4 pupils in their GCSE studies,
the school has provided all KS4 students with a
scientific calculator. This tool is essential for
success in many of their exams, particularly in
Maths and Science.

We also strongly recommend that KS3 students
use the same model of calculator to ensure
consistency and familiarity as they progress
through school. Parents can purchase this
calculator via ParentPay.

We will be sharing our top tips on how to get
the best from these calculators on social media
and in lessons each week.

Thank you for your support in helping us
prepare students for success.
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Casio fx-991CW

More suitable for

Higher GCSE and
A Level Maths

Miss O’Hara

Gaming - Parent and Carer Safeguarding Session

On 27th November, members of Sefton's Early Help Team will be running a parent and
carer training session about gaming.

The aim of this training is to equip parents and carers with an awareness of the
motivation of children and young people for gaming, the impact of gaming on them
and their families, understanding the gaming purchases and what we can do to
support our young gamers to ensure safer gaming experiences. This training aims to
strengthen the confidence and knowledge of parents and carers in manage the
challenges associated with gaming.

The session will run from 9.00am to 11.00am at Hillside and is open to all parents an
carers of pupils attending Hillside High School.

If you wish to attend the session - please complete the form below.

Gaming- safequarding training for Parents and Carers — Fill in form

Mrs Jones

They shall not grow old as
we that are left grow old:
Age shall not weary the

nor the years condemn.
Thought At the going down of the
for the Week sun and in the morning,

[ We will rem
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MEMBER OF THE WADE DEACON TRUST |Presentation Evening — 20t November

Year 11 Progress Evening 4:15pm-6:45pm-27th November



https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=96LpjadP-0ePu6oqGn6VSzfk6X4cH79PrOTXP2tPDwRUMjNUU1FKQzdOWFJTMk0xRUc3QjZYVkdQWSQlQCNjPTEu
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Hillside Remembers 2025

Each November, we take time as a school
community to reflect on Remembrance —
a moment to honour the men and women who Remembrance day 2025
have served, and continue to serve, in our armed T ——
forces. It's a time to think about the sacrifices Lest we forget
made during conflict, both past and present,
and to appreciate the peace and freedoms we
enjoy today.

At Hillside, we believe it's important for our pupils to understand the significance
of Remembrance and to take time to show respect. This week, our assemblies

have focused on the theme of service and
. . . . FOR THE FALLEN
sacrifice by sharing stories of local men who died for
their country, helping pupils explore what i cipasio ob densemtihr
remembrance means in today’s world. O v o, T
.. Solemn the drums thrill: Death august and royal
On Tuesday 11th November, the whole school joined Shotsonw 9 00 inkodal snaiee
the nation and observed a minute’s silence at 11am. AERT TSR e o
. . They went with songs to the battie, they were young,
This shared moment gave everyone—staff and pupils ms'ua.gm‘on.m:.?m;mfs.e;dyimg.iw i
. 'y were staunch to the end against odds uncounted,
alike—a chance to pause, reflect, and remember TRy foR i ek s o e os.
together. oo e o syl
At the going down of the sun and in the moring
We will remember them

In addition, our talented Drama team are preparing a
special performance inspired by the stories of those who lived through wartime.
This will be shared with pupils in assembly later this month, offering a creative
and powerful way to continue our reflections on remembrance.

Through these activities, we hope to help our
young people understand not only the history

The Human Side to Sacrifice

behind Remembrance Day, but also its Private Harry Taylor..

Lived at 66 Breeze Lane.

continuing relevance in promoting peace,
gratitude, and hope for the future. Died 15" October 1916

Aged 19 years
The |nscr|pt|on on his grave reads:

Reflection Questions &%ﬁg&i"&;??s e oot rest

o Why is it important to remember people
who lived and died in conflicts, even if

those events happened long before we ﬁa}’f’% vemenbrance czay

were born? et
. i kv you o 2
o What can we learn from the experiences [ [; ¢ fht Jove “azy
0 5 dievs Remembhance
of those who served in wars about S g el % a“m
l)cl ]

courage, sacrifice, and peace?

o How can we show respect and gratitude
for others’ sacrifices in our own lives and
communities today? Mr Rayson

The guste o the dy

by miss rijan
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