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Dear Parents/Carers

| am delighted to share with you yet another packed newsletter, exemplifying the
amazing opportunities on offer in our school. It is a very busy time of year for our
Performing Arts Team, watching our Year 10 Drama students perform Remembrance
assemblies this week, to each year group has been really moving. They shared such a
poignant and insightful performance, which made us all stop and think about the
realities of war and why it is so important we remember the sacrifices those before us
made for our peace.

Friday 28t November 2025

As we start to prepare for Christmas it is a lovely time to be in school. Our Performing
Arts pupils had a fantastic day out at Croxteth Park Farm last Friday, filming for our
Christmas production. Mr Flynn and | had the pleasure to visit Rainford's Farm and
Christmas Trees on Tuesday with pupils who were nominated by their Progress Leader
for the trip. We have the most magical afternoon picking the school Christmas Tree.

Last Friday was our Kindness Afternoon Tea and it was a pleasure to celebrate pupils
from all 5 year groups who had been nominated as the kindest people in their form. |
can't think of a better award than that!

Amanda Ryan
Executive Principal

Free Toast Friday

The elves magic is starting to have an
effect. On Thursday, they visited 2 forms
that achieved 100% attendance and gave
them the chance to win the first free toast
Friday of the year. Find out next week if

they were successful as our elves ramp up et RID
their festive campaign. There has also been Bg AR
rumours of Freddo Friday next week if STRONG
attendance is over 90% Monday-Thursday.
ATTENDANCE MATTER Sl

Mr Edwards

Dates for your diary
HPV Immunisations — Year 8 & Catch ups for Year 10 & 11 — 13t January 2026
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Kindness Afternoon

Year 7 - Matas L, Moise N, Khadija A, Toby T-H, Luke M,
Ava H, Alex M, Albie K, Connor McD, Nell O'B, Lucy F,
Kourtney O'B.

Year 8 - Jess D, Millie D, Oliver R, Avi M, Mollie P,
Brooklyn D,Patrick M, Mya S, Leighton M, Daisy M,
Zhir A, Isabelle D.

LW 1

Year 9 - Isaiah T, Zach M, Blake G, Lily G, Kenny A,
Evie W, Albie O'B, Amelia McC, Gracie G, Michael J,
Roman McP, Charlie H.

Year 10 - Alfie D, Lacey N, Betty R, Jack L, Talia N,
Dayah K, Uche O, Noah K, Alfie B, Riley S.
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Year 11 - Harry D, Abbie T, Lilie C, Alfie H-McG,
Jo-Leigh O'C, Joel C, Jovanna P, Unique O.
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Hillside Pantry

We are working with the charity MCKS who are funding the food for the pantry.
MCKS is a Charitable Foundation and partners with schools to provide school
pantries on a regular and permanent basis. They provide food, toiletries and
sanitary supplies for those in need.

Hillside Pantry will be open to any families who have a child at Hillside. You will be
given a food hamper containing some essentials listed below.

Iltems available include:
e Tinned meals

» Breakfast cereal

» Tea / Coffee

¢ Long Life Milk

* Biscuits

» Pasts / Rice / Noodles
e Tinned vegetables

* Long life bread

Toiletries such as soap, shampoo, conditioner, toothpaste and toothbrushes,
deodorant are also available.

Please bring your own shopping bag to collect items. Any questions — please
contact the school office.

If you are unable to collect on Friday - please contact the school office to make
arrangements for collection at another date.

The Hillside Pantry is open every Friday from 1pm — 3.30pm at the school Main
Office.

Santa Dash

On December 7t 2025, 21 members of Hillside staff are running the Liverpool Santa
Dash to support Alder Hey Children’s Charity. This charity plays a crucial role in
providing exceptional care and support to children and their families during
challenging times.
Our JustGiving donation page is: https://www.justgiving.com/page/teamhillside
Please give whatever you can, every little helps!
Together, we can help bring joy and comfort to children facing health challenges.
Your generosity can create lasting change and provide hope where it is needed
most.
Thank you,
Team Hillside
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Hillside High School

Christmas
Countdown

-
il
EVENTS

Be sure to bring in youf small change today! We will be
selling Christmas bakes in the canteen at break time to raise
money for the Sefton Pantry. Gingerbread men, yule logs,
mince pies, Christmas cookies, there's something for
everyone!

Hillside staff will be taking part in the annual Santa Dash in
Liverpool city centre on the 7th December to raise money
for the amazing children's hospital Alder Hey. Come and
support your teachers who will be running Skm dressed as
Father Christmas.

Enjeoy a traditional Christmas dinner in Hillside's dining

Coma to school in your finast Christmas jumper to help raise
funds for the Safton Pantry! Voluntary donation of £1.

Move over The Great British Bake Off as at Hillside we are

announcing our very first gingerbread competition! Bring
in your gingerbread masterpiece for a chance to win
some fantastic prizes!

Hillside pupils perform several their version of
Scrooge in a display of talent across all year groups.
Join us from 6.30pm to enjoy the array of

performances from our wonderfully talented pupils.

All money rai

goes to the Se Celebrate the end of term at Hillside with some
.Pﬂ'ﬂfr'r_ festive fun and wear your own clothes! Voluntary
donation of £1. We will also be drawing Hillside's
Chosen by our School Ct Christmas Raffle! Big prizes to be won!
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It's beginning to look a lot like

Christmas

Year 10 had a truly lovely day out last Friday as they visited
Croxteth Park Farm to make a film for this year's festivities in
school. They became the nativity cast and created a montage of
the famous Christmas story, staging different scenes around the
farm and Croxteth Park itself. Bella G became the doting
mother Mary, looking after the baby all day like he was one of
her own, whilst Fahd proudly took on the role of Joseph, even
though he asked for a divorce with an hour to go as Mary was
"bossing him round too much!”. Caitlin M became our Angel
Gabriel and was literally glowing on camera, no special effects
needed! Our shepherds, Tilly, Olivia H and Phoenix got to do
some method acting and spent some time actually feeding the
sheep, whilst our wise men (and woman) Stefano, Marius and
Flo made their way to Bethlehem in style (despite Marius giving
us a blooper clip and falling over his own feet ... oh the laughing
we did!). Shari became the kind in-keeper, who led Mary to the
stable where we actually had to film with a pen full of ducks
watching our every move, they must have thought we were
quackers! The whole class had a fabulous day out and it was a
simply beautiful day enjoying the first frost of the winter in such
an idyllic setting. We can't wait to share the final film with you
all, it's one they will be proud of! The Year 10 drama group
doing team Hillside so proud, again!

Special thanks to Mrs McPoland and Miss Hussain for acting like
our cast's chaperones, set runners, props organisers and
general all round helpers for the day, we couldn’t have done it
without you!

Rehearsals are now under way for our Christmas panto
“Scrooge”, be sure to get your tickets via the parent pay app
before it's too late!

Miss Brown

Christmas Key Dates and Finishing Times

Thursday 11 December — Christmas Dinner

Thursday 18" December — Christmas Performance — Spirit of
Christmas
Finishing Time for Pupils-Friday 19th December
Year 11—11:40am
Year 10—11:55am
Year 9—11:45am
Year 8—11:50am
Year 7—12:00 noon
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Liverpool Philharmonic Youth Orchestra

Last Sunday, our GCSE Music pupils enjoyed a wonderful trip to watch the
Liverpool Philharmonic Youth Orchestra in concert. The orchestra, made up of
talented young musicians aged 8 to 18, delivered a truly inspiring performance.
Their programme blended classical masterpieces with modern favourites,
showcasing both skill and versatility. Highlights included Debussy’s Prélude a
l'aprés-midi d’'un faune and Beethoven's iconic Symphony No. 5, with its famous
opening notes filling the hall. Adding a contemporary twist, the orchestra delighted
the audience with the theme from How to Train Your Dragon. Students were
captivated by the passion and precision of the young performers throughout the
performance. It was a memorable experience and we left feeling uplifted, inspired,
and perhaps a little more in tune with the magic of music. A special thanks to Mrs
Miller for braving the weather and finding the tickets!

r Meakin
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Sparx Reader Round Up!
Thank you to everyone supporting pupils with reading at home. Our reading stars
are listed below!

Week ending 239 November

Y7 Gracie-Leigh C, Layla E, Amelia-Grace F
Y8 Gianna E, Laila K, Mollie P

Y9 Hope O, Maisie A, Vanessa E

Week ending 16" November
Y7 Jason H, Ava H, Matas L

Y8 Ruby-Ann C, Calvin B, Harry T
Y9 Daisi-Mae C, Lily G, Elsie G

Reminder: Sparx Reader is set twice a week on Classcharts for 20 mins each time.
This program provides a fantastic online library of books to support home reading.
Reading at home regularly helps to improve your child's reading ability as well
developing a life-long love of reading. It also supports their progress towards their
GCSEs. To find out more, use this link https://sparxreader.com/parents/ to take
you to the Parents’ Page to find out more. Please use the Parents’ Portal to check
your child's progress.

Miss Hind
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Its beginning to look a lot like Christmas

On Tuesday afternoon Mr Flynn and | had he pleasure of taking some of our
amazing pupils to Rainford's Farm and Christmas Trees. The pupils were
nominated by their Progress Leader for the opportunity. We had the most magical
afternoon and had the opportunity of picking two trees. One cut tree for the Foyer
and a tree with roots which will be planted in the Quad and will (hopefully!) be our
Christmas

tree for ever! The pupils were an absolute delighted and loved the experience, as
Mr Flynn and | did. As | said to the pupils, the tree in the Quad will be their legacy
and in years to come, long after they have left, they will be able to say they helped
pick the school Christmas Tree! Mrs Ryan
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We Will Remember Them

Due to a very busy school calendar, we were not able to run our Remembrance
Assemblies on our usual date this year. Even though Armistice Day has passed we
still wanted to take the opportunity to come together as a school and consider the
themes of remembrance whilst paying tribute to the fallen. This week the
Performing Arts Department delivered Remembrance themed assembilies to all of
our year groups. Our Year 10 class planned and performed their first performance
together, creating a moving and poignant assembly which encouraged us to
reflect on the sacrifices made in both World Wars. They used poetry and devised
their own scenes to show the audience what life would be like living through such
a challenging time. They then carried out a poppy laying ceremony and, along
with pupils in the audience, held a minute's silence to play tribute to the fallen.
Each day our pupils have behaved impeccably and shown respect to both the
theme of the assembly and the performers on stage. A huge well done to our Year
10 pupils for producing their first performance together as a group, and a special
well done to those who's first time it was gracing the Hillside stage. As always, you
all did Hillside proud.

Miss Brown

Hillside Remembers

1914 - 2024

Thought for
the Week

Taeeaa® 3 ' They shall grow not old,

as we that are left grow old;
Age shall not weary them,

nor the years condemn.

At the going down of the sun

and in the morning
We will remember them
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