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EXCELLENCE IN THEHEART

NEWSLETTER

Dear Parents/Carers

| am delighted to share with your this week’s newsletter. Again this is a real celebration of our pupils’ and their

successes. It was an absolute joy to attend LIPA and watching our pupils perform on the stage at such a
prestigious venue. They were all amazing and | was very proud Principal. What an amazing opportunity for

them all, massive thanks to Miss Brown and Mrs Austin for making this happen.

Obviously we want all pupils in school every day but if your child is so unwell they can’t come in, please follow
our procedures. Currently the team are having to make numerous calls to establish where pupils are, and ring
the School to give an explanation of this absence. | would ask for your support in this matter.

Amanda Ryan, Executive Principal

Last Weeks PE Star Performers Charlotte
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Round of applause for LIPA- Fest!

The Performing Arts Department kicked the new year off with an exciting trip to the Liverpool
Institute of Performing Arts. This is one of the country's most prestigious higher education settings
that offers training in many aspects of the arts. We are lucky to be one of LIPA's partnership schools,
which means we work with them on a regular basis delivering Performing Arts programmes in our
school. Last term a cohort of our Year 8 & 9 pupils took part in "LIPA-fest", a project which saw ov
30 of our pupils have some additional training in dance, drama, music performance and backstag
Pupils took part in six weekly workshops to enhance their skills and develop their own
performances based on a theme of their choice. Our musicians created their own band and wor
on a performance of "A Million Dreams", whilst our actors devised a musical theatre based piece
called "Strictly Musicals". Our dancers developed some wonderful choreography to a song from t
musical "Come From Away", whilst our technician team spent the project creating lighting & set
designs, creating playbill posters and props. For the finale of the project our pupils were invited tc
perform at the Paul McCartney auditorium, sharing their work on a professional stage in a real
theatre and boy, did they do us proud! The talent, energy and professionalism our pupils brought
the stage simply blew us away, they gained a standing ovation from us all! It was also a delight to
see our technicians behind the desks operating the equipment like pro's! Another fantastic projec
for the performing arts department and another example of our pupils doing team Hillside proud,
well done all!

LIPA have offered our pupils the opportunity to join their Saturday Arts Club at their campus. This
for any pupils age 13-16 who are interested in the backstage element of theatre (costume / lighti
props etc). If you would like some further information see Miss Brown.

5th February Year 9 Progress Evening -
26th January Year 11 English and Maths 4:15pm - 6:45pm
Progress Evening — Invited  13th February End of Term — Last Day of
parents School
23rd February INSET Day (School Closed
to Pupils)
24th February Start of Term — Back to

School at 8.30am
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What Parents & Carers Need to Know about

DISCORD &

Discord is a free opp which allows users to communicate in real time via text, video or voice chat. Available on
desktop and mobile devices, it was originally designed to help gamers cooperate — but has evolved into o
more general networking platform for a range of online communities, discussing topics like TV series,
music, Web3 and more. Discord is organised around closed groups, referred to as ‘servers’. To join a
server, users must be invited or provided with a unique link. It's a space for users to interact with
friends, meet others with shared interests and collaborate privately online — but it's also
W\‘\AT ARE place where young people can be exposed to risks if the right precautions aren’t taken.

THE RISKS?
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\ o Advice for Parents & Carers

REVIEW SAFETY SETTINGS EXPLAIN AGE FILTERING ™4 SCREEN OUT EXPLICIT CONTENT

Discord has a series of sofety settl Wwhile Discord requires users to be ot leost U In the privacy ond mtm --‘-:
enabling users to choose w.:'yo con direct l !o up, m:qny servers .&oond towords oucovs users are onm the ‘ty !o .'_%
m them or send them friend requests. users are tlmod W (not sofe for filter direct me:
Your child's oxpommo on Discord will be much \-ouz \\Nch indicates they pcobobl eomdn content: o unlng thom onoohd
W safer if the opp’s privacy and sofety settings ore material that's lnoppfopdoto ot cN N youv ohild uses the plotform. Discord
configured to only ollow mouo%n or frie: be eosy to click through pvorod ola tries to flog s that are
toqmn from server members. This will minimise rev them, 10 ommo you chd understands olpllek bm ® setting must be manually
ol p | pred: % from outsid: wh go iltering is important and that it's there to enabjed for text. Iif a young user is sent npliclt
tho group cmocunq them. pto‘oc cont: ! In a direct mes wr Discord will scan
~% and (if necessory) delete
l! - wluo to regulorly review your cNId l oell The anonymity offered by the internet often It can sometimes bo awkward to discuss
"gh con include checking th s/ leods p !y - more open topics |ike groom ﬁ' Rov y, rocism
odﬁr.rm to ensure eru conoclry online and bohon differently than they ~ orexplicit comom th your child - but it's
enab Iking about wh would ot school or home. It's crucial to bear important to ensure lhorro aware of the
they've [olmd ond rwl uomo of their ‘ in mind, though, that every internet user is harms these things can pose. toliu\?
friends and direct mono? . Ask if still a real person. Talk to your child about about these subjects is a great way fo Mlp youv
anything has mode them tee| the severe and |asting consequences that an lool more comt @ about
rtable or Things can cyberbull or oxcho% ppropriate you it e on mntod oncoum«
mo quletl online, so plon routine moterial online con have in real world. on Dluonl zOl anywhere else online),

lollova up frequently.
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ways that our current innovations — including ths msioverse
and Web3— ore Impocting poople, places and things.
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Safeguarding, Emotional Wellbeing and Mental Health

Holocaust Memorial Day

This week’s assemblies have been focused on the extremely important theme of Holocaust Memorial Day.
This event is marked annually on the 27t January as we commemorate the 815t anniversary of the
liberation of Auschwitz-Birkenau in 1945.

Pupils were reminded that this is a time to remember the millions of people murdered during the
Holocaust, under Nazi Persecution and in the genocides that have followed in Cambodia, Rwanda, Bosnia
and Darfur.

In assemblies we discussed the theme of this year’s Holocaust Memorial Day, Bridging Generations, and
the reminder that responsibility of remembrance doesn’t end with survivors and it lives on through their
children, grandchildren and through all of us. We must engage actively with the past and listen to the
lessons so that we may build a bridge between memory and action, between history and hope for the
future.

As part of this theme, Hillside welcomes the son of a Holocaust survivor into school on Holocaust Memorial
Day to speak to year 9 pupils, who are currently studying the Holocaust in their history lessons. Mr Canter
spoke to pupils last year and we are honoured that his mother’'s memories will be shared with pupils each

year to ensure that the bridge between generations at Hillside has certainly been built.

We are also commemorating HMD at Hillside with 15 of our year 9 pupils taking part in a community event
at the Plaza Cinema in Waterloo, where they will watch “The Island on Bird Street” which tells the story of
a Jewish teenage boy who tries to survive on his own in a Polish ghetto after his family are taken away.

We also called for all our pupils to take part in the national ‘Light the Darkness’ campaign by perhaps
lighting a candle and placing it safely in a window at 8pm on Tuesday 27t January, in memory of the
victims and to stand against prejudice and hatred today.

There is still so much to do for everyone and HMD is an ideal opportunity to start this process as we
honour the experiences of those people who suffered and challenge ourselves to work for a safer, better
future.

Reflection Questions

o Why is it important that younger generations learn about events that happened before they were
born?

o Survivors are getting older. Who do you think will be responsible for remembering and sharing their
stories in the future?

o What could happen if events like the Holocaust are forgotten or ignored?

o What part of the HMD assembly made you think the most, and why?

Mr Rayson, AAVP, Subject Leader History. AFTER SCHOOL CLUBS
Monday — Boys year 7&8 Football/ Netball Girls
. and boys
COng ratu |at| O n S Tuesday — Boys all years Rugby / Netball
matches

Winner of Year 11, Period Wednesday — Boys & Girls all years Basketball
Thursday — Everton in the Community girls

6 Attendance raffle is  rootpalr v7/8/0
Christopher M 11 LG Friday — Boys and Girls all years Badminton
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